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helped the Umayyad regime and its regional 
governors in Iraq and Basra to consolidate 
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shur a sra per--
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-

gious norms. Another important duty per--
shur a in Basra and nearby 

-
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sues such as the  and their traits; in--
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tra los distintos grupos de , además de 
-
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estos temas con el objetivo de reintroducir un 
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shur a in Umayyad times, through an anal--
shur a sra during this pe--

riod. 2 shur a
assisted the Umayyad regime and its regional governors in Iraq and 
Basra in consolidating the Umayyad governmental system. Atten--

system and the society in Umayyad Bas
in the literary evidence concerning the shur a
In addition to these goals, the current article aims at reintroducing 

-

-
-
-

-
cerning political, military, economic or social issues. 3 Thus, rather 

-
-

2 -

ihi shur a shura
shur a ahu

shur a shura ib al-shur a
s

shur a shura

3 -
Histori--

cal Studies Today The Past and the 

método muchas veces olvidado en el campo 
de investigación de la historia temprana del 

a; omeyas; Basora;
tribus;

-

a; Umayyads; Basra; Tribes; 
; Prosopography.
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-

-

-
-

Slaves on Horses. 4 In--

,

The Armies of the Caliphs: Military and Society in the Early Islamic State

Prosopography
-

 Fifty Years of Prosopography: The Later Roman Empire, Byzan--
tium and Beyond

Annales

Prosopography
Islamic Law and Society

, JSAI

Land Tenure and Social Transforma--
tion in the Middle East

Scripta Mediterranea
idem

American Journal of Arabic 
Studies

Studia Islamica
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literary sources. The results and analyses in the current article are 
-
-
-

people and groups that helped shape the political system, army, and 
5

Shurta

It seems that in its original etymological context, the term shur a

shur a

die in battle. 6 In the historical sources the term shur  is 
shur a

The shur
,

T
, 7

5

JSAI , 529-533.
z h arab
t An Arabic-English lexicon

t t
T JSAI

shur a Histoire de l’organisation judiciaire en 
pays d’Islam

 The Fourth International Conference on 
the History of Bilad Al-Sham during the Umayyad Period: Proceedings of the Third 
Symposium , The Role of the 
Shurta in Early Islam

S H t s

shur a Iraq
after the Muslim Conquest

7 t The Role of the Shurta
H



Al-QanÐara

S ÆA B U A 107

shur a, namely an elite combat unit par--
ticipating in battle, there existed during ,

, ,
shur a

t t
and Basra. 8 During the Umayyad period and the early ,
the shur a continued to exist both as an elite combat unit participat--

-
9

t
, Studia

Islamica -
Histoire de l’organisation

8

shur a

The Role of the Shurta Histoire de l’organisation
H The

Early Arabic Historical Tradition: A Source-Critical Study
-

shur a ,
shur a ,

,

shur a shur a

fitna ,
s

s shur a
shur a , His

shur a
fitna ,

shur a s ,
shur a shur a ,
sra.

9 shur a shur a as 
-

h h
,A.A. al-T , and , T , idem

,Az , H h
s h , ,

, JSAI
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shur a either in 

10 This element is quite 
shur a

shur a
shur a -

-
graphical nature.

Shurta s

The shur a in Bas

The shur a existed in Bas ,
,
regime. 11 shur a

shur a
every shur a

shur a
in Umayyad Bas
them.

shur a -

shur a sra used 

The Armies of the Caliphs Histoire de l’organisation
shur a

The Role 
of the Shurta

10

shur a
shur a Histoire de l’organisation judiciaire

Iraq after the Muslim 
Conquest The Armies of the Caliphs

shur a.
11 Some shur a

as shur a s shur a
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ar--
ba, i.e. a short spear or lance. It seems that the shur a members 
themselves also used to carry arba). 12 Beyond this, 
the shur a
security in Basra, as is seen in reports concerning shur a
12, 21, 30. 13 According to these reports, the shur a -

shur a
shur a -

shur a
these cases are described as being equivalent to the crimes that 

12 hiz , h ,A. al-S.M. 
IVa

shur a -
idem (al-,Az T ham--

, , H
shur a umud or 

a mida  or 
Arabic-English lexicon , h , ub  al-a

H
, -

Studies in Honour of Clifford Edmund Bosworth

arba t
T

h , a
s s ,

H
d JAOS

Iraq after the 
Muslim Conquest The Role of the Shurta

Muslim Studies
Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia

13 Shur a T
IVa , Hus , Hisn). Shur a

,At

Shur a T Shur a
, Shur a

,
al-Ma ,

shur a
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shur a
14

reports containing such topoi are related to shur a
and not to other shur a shur a

their appointments: both shur a
H -

The shur a -

-
-
,

pl. -

version) allegedly had not paid their  or legal alms; and the co--
15 The pun--

See also al-T
15 shur a

V
 (al-,Az h ,

shur a
shur a shur a

shur a
, h H

shur a ,
shur a ,

al-Adab al-mufrad
shur a

et al. (eds.) The Cambridge History of Arabic 
Literature: Arabic Literature to the End of the Umayyad Period

Muslim Studies

shur a Commanding Right and Forbidding Wrong in 
Islamic Thought
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ishments carried out by the shur a

16

other times the shur a

shur a and the . According to Schacht, only in the , -
riod did the shur a

-
tially true already in Umayyad times. 17

shur a in Bas

18 These groups posed a threat not 

h ham--

shur a
IVi , idem

IVa shur a
idem

shur a shur a
idem (al-,Az -

shur a ,
T

shur a ,
, shur a shur a

shur a ,

Islamic Law and Society
shur a sijn

abs
The Role of the Shurta Histoire de l’organisation

17 An Introduction to Islamic Law -
shur a Histoire

de l’organisation The Role of the Shurta
H

18 shur a
, ed. al-,Az T

shur a shur a
h

idem IVa idem
(al-,Az shur a idem H

shur a H , H
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only to the public order and security, but also to the Umayyad le--
,

the shur a

and third 
-

ly). 19 Lastly, the shur a

governor or the shur a 20

In sum, the shur a in Basra played an important and central role 

shur a
shur a -

s-
, and hence the term 

The shur a -
ernor. 21 -

shur a units in 
22

Shar d
77-79 (shur a , ,
ma rifat al-a , shur a

19 Zanj
,

s s shur a
s s hiz
, d , i

(shur a shur a
(al-,Az shur a T

shur a shur a
shur a Zanj The

fitna
20 h shur a

shur a idem (al-,Az
(shur a ,

, , shur a
shur a

21 shur a
The Role of the Shurta

22 The Role of the Shurta
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shur a in Bas , , -

,

s s
until 53/673), the shur a

s
shur a
carrying the 

shur a in Basra. 23 Although some 

shur a
problematic, 24 nevertheless there is no reason to doubt that anarchy 
indeed had prevailed in Bas

shur a
25 the shur a

23 , His ,
shur a

shur a s

shur a
shur a

s
s

shur a
idem  (al-,Az

shur a H

shur a
The Role of the Shurta

shur a The Early 
Arabic Historical Tradition The Armies of the Caliphs

The Early Arabic Historical Tradition
25 a asas

T a
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s

order and security in Basra. 26 It should be noted in this context that 
the shur a -

shur a that are enumerated as .
This seems to lend credibility to the reports under discussion here.

shur a s

shur a sra themselves 
shur a

,
Bas -

s ,Ubayd

aras , H ,
a

,
Arabic-English lexicon t

Arabica
The Armies of the Caliphs

T , Journal of Semitic 
Studies asas

asas
, tt EI , Arabic-

English lexicon , The Role of the Shurta Histoire de 
l’organisation asas shur a

H
asas

The Arab Kingdom and its Fall
The First Dynasty of Islam: The Umayyad 

Iraq after the 
Muslim Conquest
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27 s,
sra alone; yet he continued to appoint the 

shur a s
both Bas circa 68/687). 28 Under al-H

shur a s
by him. 29

-

sra. 30 The shur a

Bas H
the shur a shur a in Bas shur a

H -

t, al-H
) and a Syrian shur a

shur a sra continued to be appoint--
ed directly by him. 31 -

, ,Umar b. 
H

shur a sra. 32

,Umar and especially 
during the third 

shur a
s

27 EI ,

28 shur a

29 shur a
s shur a H -

t
30 The First Dynasty

31 t The First Dynasty
The Armies of the Caliphs

32 shur a
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33

shur a a -
cerning shur a -
clude that circa 102/721 the a -

shur a s shur a
is no evidence that the a  had existed in Basra prior to this date, 

-
shur a

a ; under 
shur a

the shur a ,Umar b. 
, shur a 34

Shurta s

shur a sra during the Umayyad

in Bas khums), according to their tribal 
khums ahl al- , 35 the khums

the khums khums ,Abd al-Qays, and 
the khums 36 Thus, the shur a in Bas

33 shur a
a EI h

Histoire de l’organisation ,
see al-T

35 Al-
H

d
, s khums ahl al- .
See al-H , Mu

, Arabic-English lexicon , The Banu Sulaym: a 
Contribution to the Study of Early Islam T

s Le milieu ba rien et la formation de 

Westöstliche Abhandlungen: Rudolf Tschudi zum Siebzigsten Geburtstag
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shur a

-
ad government and the tribesmen themselves. 37

sra
shur a

38 -
trusting the shur a -

third -

39

shur a s

tribes). 40 ar--
as

. 41 -

, S
Khi a  al-Ba ra wa-min The
Early Islamic Conquests Iraq after the Muslim 
Conquest

JESHO
301.

37 The Armies of the Caliphs
38 shur a

-
shur a

The Role of the Shurta
H The Armies of the Caliphs

39 fitna

, shur a -
shur a

aras
aras

aras ,
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the Arab 
the Umayyad governors used to appoint aras

42

shur a , or 
shur a

shur a
Bas and , it is reasonable to assume that 
the shur a . 43

shur a
Bas s shur a

-
44 Other 

T ,
, h , H

H
shur a aras aras

Histoire de l’organisation The Role of 
the Shurta The Armies of the Caliphs

aras
, , ,

a aras
al-T IVa idem

(al-,Az h H ,A.

aras
T ,

shur a
idem (al-,Az

s

,
The Arab Kingdom The

Armies of the Caliphs ” idem People, Tribes, 
and Society in Arabia around the Time of Mu ammad

shur a
al- shur a

Iraq after the Muslim Conquest
The Role of the Shurta

,At
shur a s shur a H
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shur a

their tribes; 45

s
-

46 In 

shur a sra during the Umayy--

s

-
, , s H

shur a ,
, ,

shur a
, ,

h
, His

, , , h
H s ,Amr al-,

, , h
, T ,

,
, H -

shur a

shur a ,
,

on Horses
Shur a

, S
shur a s

a
, , H

s , ,
, , ,
fitna. , ,

Muh t H h
, h ,

a
, h , T , ,

H shur a
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underscore the complexity of the relationship between the Azd, ,Abd 
-

,
dar) on the other. The relationship between these 

tribes was therefore not only one of strife and feuds, but also one of 
a complex social and political nature. The marital ties between the 
various tribes and the offspring that were born from them generated 
intricate familial, tribal, and political loyalties. 47 In addition, it 
seems that a small group of Arab women in Basra enjoyed a rela--
tively independent status: they married or married themselves to var--
ious prominent men, thus influencing the political and social dynam--
ics in Basra. At least one of these women played a more direct role 
in the political activities of the Umayyad period. 48

The families of various shur a chiefs in Basra maintained their 
power and influence for some time during the Umayyad period and 
in certain cases even in the , shur a chiefs 

shur a
shur a chiefs had de--

scendents who played a role in the religious and cultural life in 
Basra and elsewhere in the Umayyad and ,
descendents who played military roles or held political and military 
offices during these periods. shur a chiefs and their fam--

47 Thus, for instance, members of a certain tribe at times might request assistance from 
their relatives on their mother’s side ( ); see Robertson Smith, Kinship, 185-188.

48 See appendix 2, especially paragraphs 3-4. On ,

idem, ,
Hazm, , hmad, 

, ,

JESHO idem
of al-H
marital ties in Umayyad Basra; see Ibn , , XLIII, 517 

hammad, ,
N. Hasan (ed.), Beirut, 1988, I, 118; al-Is , Hasan, 

, ,
49 Religion and culture: descendants of shur a

references given in appendix 1). Political and military activities or offices: descendants 
of shur a , ,Abd
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ily members were in possession of estates that were either grant--
qa a) or were obtained 

by them through other means.  This indicates that at least 
some of the shur a chiefs were wealthy enough to gain tribal 
support and recruit men as shur a members under their com--
mand.

Many shur a chiefs in Basra played a military role in the inter--
tribal feuds or participated in the rebellions during the Umayyad pe--
riod, before or after their service as shur a chiefs. Some shur a
chiefs served under Umayyad governors in official military offices 
either before or after their service as shur a chiefs in Basra. -
ous shur a chiefs were appointed as governors in different areas out--
side of Basra after their service as shur a
were appointed as governors of Basra itself.  The office of gover--
norship was obviously more valued than the office of shur a chief: 
only one shur a chief was appointed as governor of Basra prior to 
his service as a shur a shur a

shur a chiefs were governors outside of 
Basra prior to their appointment as shur a

shur a chief had served in an admin--
) before he was appointed as a 

shur a shur a chief was 

the shur a chiefs in Umayyad Basra were expected to have military 
capabilities. Moreover, various shur a chiefs held different offices 
after their service as shur a chiefs, suggesting that the office of 
shur a chief offered its occupants a certain degree of social and po--
litical mobility. Shur a chiefs who did not hail from important fami--
lies or tribal groups were thus able to advance their own careers and 
at the same time to achieve power and influence for their families 

50 These estates included land property (shur a ,
nahr; shur a ,

( , pl. ; shur a shur a

51 A military role in intertribal feuds or participation in rebellions: shur a chiefs 1, 
3b(?), 5, 11, 18-23, 30, 35, 38 (see the references in appendix 1). Official military posts: 
shur a chiefs 3b(?), 9, 11, 13, 18.

52 Governors outside of Basra: shur a
of Basra: 3b(?), 4-5, 23, 29(?), 32.
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and tribal groups. 53 shur a

54

shur a

55 This opportunism is 
-

 and various rebels or claimants to the 
s,ab b. al-Zubayr. While the 

latter are portrayed as being loyal to their causes and religious-po--
litical ideals, the 

56

53 Shur a shur a
, Hus

H t -
,

shur a shur a ,
,d
-

The Arab Kingdom
shur a

The First Dynasty
55 shur a

s,
shur a

,
h

, , s,
H s,

s, ,
, s,

, , , ,
,

s H
shur a

,
,

, The Arab Kingdom
The First Dynasty

on Horses EI H ,

T
V The First Dynasty
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.

The data concerning the shur a s
shur a

shur a

shur a
57

early as , shur a -

,
H

the Umayyad period. 58

and even in the , , hrayn, 
,

shur a
shur a sra. 59

57 shur a ,
, Hanz

Hanz
,

58 shur a
aras or a s

59

Le milieu ba rien
, JSAI The

History of an Islamic School of Law: the Early Spread of anafism
30-31.
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-

sra enjoyed a tribal, military, and eco--
s

60

, see n. 43 above) that en--

shur a

s
d

,
,Abd al-Qays) on the other. It is not my intention to de--

addressed in modern research. 61

shur a
in Umayyad Basra.

Der Islam idem
The First Dynasty

The Fourth 
International Conference on the History of Bilad al-Sham: Proceedings of the Second 
Symposium ,

The Arab Kingdom
Black Banners from the East idem The Social and 

Military Aspects of the 
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dar and the 
,

shur a
, -

dix 1, shur a
s -

ever, by the second 
shur a

shur a
d

shur a
and the Qud ,

during the second 
s d ,a

,
to Bas

,
,a tribes against the 

dar. 62 d ,a dur--
-

ous shur a -
ond . 63 Later on, under al-H dar 

,
shur a H

-
less it is also clear that al-H

s
,

T The Arab 
Kingdom The First Dynasty
, Le milieu ba rien Iraq after the Muslim Conquest

shur a
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64 H

sra and the shur a -
s

shur a

s
eight shur a ,

65

d ,
shur a

-
proximately 126/744-132/750). 66

d , -

, shur a
and , ,
sources, ,

,

67 In ad--

,
, ,Amr al-H ,

, , ,
,

,
D H , ,
and , , , ,

(al-,Az T

shur a
fitna The Arab Kingdom The First Dynasty
103.

see EI , K The Arab 
Kingdom The First Dynasty
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dition, , -

,Umar had lost his position as the shur a sra.
,

,

year 109/728) ,
shur a

s ,
, ,a) ignited the con--

d ,a tribes, 
both in Bas

68 , -

-

,Umar b. ,
Hus

shur a s ,Amr b. Su--

s -
,

h
, Sa,sa,

,
, -

). 69

, ,

, ,
shur a

shur a
al-H , shur a
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-

, dis--
-
-

taining to various shur a sra. 70 Tribesmen

d , -
man”, etc. These terms that abound in the Arabic sources pose a 

-

71

context discussed here. Although the most important tribal unit in 

70 fitna
, ,

shur a , h
,

S ,

s, , Hus shur a
s,

,Amr 
S ,

,
fitna

, , Hus
, Sa,sa, ,

,
,

shur a The First Dynasty
71

Studia Islamica
JSAI idem Al-

Qan ara idem Encyclopaedia of the 



Al-QanÐara

S ÆA B U A 129

dar”, and so on, nevertheless at 

s.

d
,

-
d

peasants”. 72

-

-
shur a

-

-

shur a shur a 73 -

72 The First 
Dynasty

73 ,
, ,

shur a H s
, -

shur a
,
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-

their occupations. 74

economical, and political changes caused by Islam and the early 
conquests, and once the diverse Arab tribes had settled next to each 

-
es and tensions tended to erupt at certain crucial times during the 
Umayyad period, namely the second and third s.

shur a
Umayyad Bas -
mation regarding certain shur a -

shur a
the prosopographical method applied in this study has yielded sev--

shur a in Bas -
sues relevant to the Umayyad period.

-

almost exclusively 75 In the current context, 
-

Arabia and the Arabs: From 
the Bronze Age to the Coming of Islam

Iraq after the Muslim Conquest
The Arab Kingdom

75
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prosopographical manner, the material contained in the classical 

-

-
shur a by the sources is not 

anachronistic but rather depicts a true historical reality. This can be 
shur a and a

-
eral shur a
shur a -

shur a
aras

shur a in the reports 
shur a sra. 76

-

The Early Arabic Historical 
Tradition

,
(  bi-manzilati ibi l-shur

ib al-shur a
Mu amri bni l- i

bi-manzilati ibi l-shur malu shay’an 
, , s

ib al-shur a , , s
T

rati sittata ashhurin thumma shakha
shur atahu a adan s

shur a
shur a

shur a s
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Shurta s

, , ,is / 
, ,

, s ,
, 78

2) ,At
sra at the time 

, T 79

3a) H ,Abd
, s ,

80

77

shur a

78 (al-,Az
T s

, , al-I
a , S

,
, sra under Mu,

, shur a ,
s , -

, tt ,
, ,

al-qu , , EI , ,

79 Jamharat al-nasab H
(al-,Az ,

, t ,
d

H Jamharat , al-I

T s

80 s, ,
T

Jamharat
, , , Mu

i
H ,

s H Shar
nahj H Jamharat Mu
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,
Sulaym: according to some opinions, he and not H
served under , , 81

4) , , ,attib / 
H ,

Bas ,
82

s ,
s

death in 53/673. 83

6) , His D ,
, ,Amr

H Muslim Studies
Oriens

T JSAI
EI

81 Jamharat
idem IVii ,A.

al-, ,I. , idem V
idem (al-,Az idem

T

,
H Jamharat ,

, al-I
82 Jamharat

idem IVi idem (al-,Az
al-T s

, ,
Dimashq H Jamharat
, al-I idem People,
Tribes, and Society in Arabia

83 s

Jamharat , hammad
H al-Mu abbar

al-Ma
IVa idem (al-,Az

idem T
H Shar  nahj , ,

,
H Jamharat ,
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, sra
during the years 45/665-64/683-684. 84

h ,a b. Hasaba b. 
,Ubayd b. Tha, ,

shur a , His ,Ubayd
85

, , Hisn as shur a

86

Damd ,
87

, -
der , 88

,
, H

s

,
,

, s
hiz ,

, Hus ,
His idem (al-,Az Mu jam

307-308 (al-Hus His T
H Shar  nahj

85 ,At Shar ,A.A. al-S

T
, t ,

, H -

IVa T
h H al-Mu abbar

87 ,

(al-,Az Mu
88 , an al-mu’talif wa-l-

,
Jamharat samm

h , Mu jam al-shu

al-T
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,
s , 89

,
Nahd / Qud , , H ,

, s
, 90

11) , Hus H ,
Habit , s,ab b. al-Zu--

s ,
years 64/683-71/72/690/691. 91

t
s,ab b. al-Zubayr in Bas -

s circa 68. 92

89 idem
VI (al-,Az idem ,

idem T
, , ham--

,A.A.,

90

H  Jamharat d , s
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